
  

CHI PHI SPEAKSCHI PHI SPEAKS   

MESSAGE FROM THE 
BASILEUS  

“As another has well said, to handicap a student by 
teaching him that his black face is a curse and that his 

struggle to change his condition is hopeless is the worst 
sort of lynching.”  

Carter G. Woodson, The Mis-Education of the Negro 
  
 Omega Man Dr. Carter G. Woodson who is the 
founder of Black History Month changed the educa-
tional landscape by introducing the contributions of 
African Americans to the education community. Dur-
ing this time period (early 1920’s) many educators 
refused to discuss how African Americans contribut-
ed to the development of America. Understanding 
that he couldn’t accomplish this mission alone he so-
licited the support of the Omega Psi Phi fraternity. 
Brothers whom he knew would take on the brave 
task of using this innovative approach to inspire Afri-
can Americans during the time of Jim Crow to pursue 
their academic endeavors.  

  

 Today Omegas across the country are contin-
uing this charge by developing youth enrichment 
programs that focus on personal development and 
academic achievement. Chi Phi Chapter created 
Brother to Brother and the Project Manhood Rites of 
Passage Program to develop future leaders. Dr. 
Woodson’s aforementioned quote describes the Afri-
can American educational holocaust that is channeled 
through the media, schools, and society’s perception 

of the Black Race. Chi Phi Chapter is committed to 
constructing models of successful young men who 
will carry the torch as future “Bridge Builders” for 
the next generation. These young men must learn 
how to use their academic prowess to move our 
community forward in five key areas: fatherhood, 
mentoring, entrepreneurship, advocating for social 
justice issues and most importantly developing 
strong spiritual foundations.  

  

 We as Omega Men must continue to invest 
in the development of young Black males or we are 
just as responsible for the middle school to prison 
phenomenon that is heavily intrinsic in our com-
munity. Reversing this phenomenon will take all of 
the aforementioned and the personal commitment 
from each Brother in Omega Psi Phi Fraternity to 
emotionally, financially, and spiritually invest in 
the development of these young men.  

 

 Coming off the celebration of Martin Luther 
King’s Birthday, the 150th anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Emancipation Proclamation, and the 
50th anniversary of the March on Washington, I 
feel the motivational tools needed to be successful 
in this huge endeavor are currently at our disposal.  
The bottom line is that we must seize the moment 
and the opportunity now or possibly lose a future 
generation of families and leadership.  

 
F r a t e r n a l l y ,  

C .  O m a r  M o n t g o m e r y  
B a s i l e u s ,  C h i  P h i  C h a p t e r  
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O n April 4th 1985, Governor Dick Lamm signed legislation making the birth date of Dr. Martin Luther 
King a recognized holiday in the state of Colorado. At that time, Mayor Wellington Webb established 
the first ever MLK, Jr. parade in Denver. It has been called the “Marade” ever since. This made Colora-

do one of several states who were celebrating Dr. King on January 15th prior to the federal holiday being en-
acted, but it wasn’t until 1986 when Dr. King would receive an official day of celebration. In 1986, President 
Ronald Regan declared the third Monday in January as an official federal holiday commemorating Dr. Martin 
Luther King. 

 Omega Psi Phi has always honored the activism of Dr. King and has continued to carry on his legacy. 
The Chi Phi chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. has been actively involved in the Marade and many of the 
ancillary activities since its inception. For over 25 years both visiting brothers and Chi Phi chapter brothers 
have spoken, marched, sang, chanted, and hopped in celebration of Dr. King and his accomplishments. It is an 
honor for the men of Omega Psi Phi to represent the organization year in and year out. It is also an honor to 
say that we aid in the largest MLK celebrations in the nation! 

 This year the Marade was probably the most significant celebration since the inception of the holiday. 
This date not only marked the 28th Anniversary but it was also the 57th presidential inauguration. The 2013 
Marade will always be remembered for another year of service, the legacy of Dr. King, and for the second term 
of President Barack Obama. This year’s Marade also marked the 50th anniversary of the death of Dr. King. Not 
only did we get to celebrate one of the most influential figures in black history, but we also celebrated four 
more years with Americas first African American President. It was noted by Marade organizers that this year’s 
Marade was the second largest in Denver, second only to the 2009 Marade, this following President Obama’s 
first presidential win. 

 As we continue this time honored tradition of celebration, let’s keep in mind that the real significance 
is in honoring Dr. King’s vision for service. President Obama has encouraged people across the nation to mark 
this special time by returning to their homes and volunteering and rendering service to others. The men of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. know well the values of service and duty. Chi Phi Chapter and Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc. will continue our long standing tradition of uplift through service. 



  
S eymour Loftman was born in 

1927 in Manchester, Jamaica to 
James and Eliza Loftman. He had 

three sisters and two brothers. He was 
the 5th child. Both of his parents were 
teachers. He had what he re-called for me 
as “an enjoyable upbringing”. He grew up 
in a very loving family. He was a sprinter 
in high school and never lost a meet until 
his last year of high school. He ran the 
100m and 200m. When he went to 
school the last thing his dad said to 
Seymour was that he was going to school 
to study and not to run. So he never again 
ran or let anyone know of his gift of 
running. Seymour knew that he couldn’t 
afford to fail in his quest to gain a degree 
from Howard University. 

 He arrived at Howard University in 
September of 1945 to work on a 
Chemistry degree with a minor in 
Psychology. There he excelled at his 
studies. Brother Loftman was initiated 
into Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. at 

Howard University (Alpha Chapter) in 
the Fall 1946, he is the tail on a line of 
(tallest to the shortest) 21 brothers. 
In his quest towards a Chemistry 
degree he actually studied Physics 
from one of the fraternity’s Founders, 
the Honorable Bishop Frank Coleman 
his junior year in 1948. 

 Brother Loftman was married 
to his first wife in 1948 and started a 
family. He has three children from 
that marriage Patricia, Pamela, and 
Paula. The great responsibility of 

fatherhood left Seymour with the 
difficult decision to put school on hold 
temporarily while he worked to ensure 
the welfare of his burgeoning family. 
Being determined to finish what he had 
started, Seymour returned to Howard 
University in 1953 and graduated with a 
Chemistry degree in 1954.  

 He began dental school that same 
year at the Russell A. Dixon Dental School 
at Howard University. One of his line 
brothers taught him in dental school. He 
often reminisces on the tough nature of 
the program and how hard the 
professors were on the students. He said 
that it prepared him to be better than 
other dentist from Ivy League 
institutions. As a testament to his hard 
work and dedication to excellence, 
Seymour was initiated into the National 
Dental Honor Society, Omicron Kappa 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Epsilon, Pi Pi Chapter. He went on to graduate with honors with an emphasis in 
children’s dentistry on June 6, 1958. 

 That same day he was commissioned into the United States Air Force as a 1st 
Lieutenant. Stationed at Lockbourne Air Force Base near Columbus, OH, there he worked 
as a dentist. In 1959 he was promoted to Captain and given responsibility over the oral 
surgery department after the 
Colonel recognized his exceptional 
skills and work ethic. He retired 
from the Air Force in 1960. 

 He promptly returned to 
Jamaica. In Jamaica he worked as a 
dentist for 18 years running his 
own practice. He was elected as 
president of Jamaica Dental 
Association. In 1978 he moved to 
Kansas City, Missouri where he 
was married to the lovely Ms. Iva 
Johnson in 1982. He worked at 
Myers Dental Clinic (6 dentist 
group) until he retired in 1994. He 
was known for having a knack for 
calming children down. In 1999, 
Brother Loftman moved to Denver 
to be close to his wife’s family. 

 Since retiring he has dedicated his life to working as a volunteer. He works with an 
organization called Kiwanis International, which is an organization with members of 
every age who are dedicated to changing the world, one child and one community at a 
time. He does a lot of volunteer work through their reading program in various schools. 
After 60 years of existence, the Aurora Kiwanis Club elected Seymour Loftman as its first 
African American President. He is very active with his Home Owners Association (HOA) 
in his neighborhood. He has served as president of the HOA. Under his leadership they 
won an award for one of the best HOA’s in Colorado. 

 Brother Loftman’s journey in life is one of perseverance. He stressed not only in his 
example as a man, but in sharing his story, that “by keeping the cardinal principal of 
perseverance in mind anything becomes possible, never give up and always push 
forward” said Brother Seymour Loftman. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Invite from Faith Family  
Ministries 

O ur own Brother Ganiyu Abdul is the Pastor of Faith Family Ministries. This is a new 
fellowship in Aurora, Colorado. Brother Abdul would like to extend an invitation to 

each brother and his family to come and visit and hear a word from the Lord. Faith Fam-
ily Ministries is a growing non-denominational church. 
 
Faith Family Ministries 

1455 Boston Street 

Aurora, CO 80010 

Service time: 11 a.m.  

 
Brother Ganiyu Abdul 

WHEN 

  

Saturday, February 16th 

WHERE 

  

Vista Academy 

4800 Telluride Street 

Denver, CO 80249 

  

TIME 

  

8:30 AM - 1:30 PM 

ATTIRE 

  

Coat & Tie 

  

2013 Colorado State Meeting 
 

T he Colorado State Meeting is coming quickly. Please arrange your schedules in such a way that 

you will be able to attend. Thank you in advance for your participation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Brother Eric Allen 
Colorado State Representative 


