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CHI PHI SPEAKS

MESSAGE FROM THE
BASILEUS

T

o the Brothers of Chi Phi chapter, Happy
New Year!!! The historic Chi Phi Chapter
has accomplished much in 2012, from
running a successful Rites of Passage Program for
youth to painting houses for seniors in the community. Chi Phi continues to exemplify a model of
servitude and sacrifice while working to make this
world a better place. As we begin a new year, we
know that 2013 will have a host of social issues
and challenges that we must confront. Omega will
continue to be at the forefront addressing these
concerns.

In 2011, Omega launched the ‘Fatherhood
Initiative.” The objective of the rites of passage
program is to teach young men the social skills
they need to meet the challenges they face in their
daily lives. Further, it is to build relationship and
model relationships that demonstrate the care
and concern that Black men have for their children and communities. Many brothers serve as
mentors. Other successful black men are also engaged with the young men. Guest speakers and
mentors alike go above and beyond the call of duty to serve the youth in the community.
Over the past several months we have wit-

nessed high profile men going through emotional challenges and make decisions that resulted in tragedy. These men needed father like
figures to assist them before making tragic decisions. Omega’s “Fatherhood Initiative is needed
more than ever and the Brothers of Chi Phi
Chapter must lead the charge in 2013.
When I learned of the tragedy of the
Kansas City Football player and his family, I realized that we have to deliver a bold and courageous program to prevent such tragedies from
happening in the future. The program should
include support systems for new fathers, how to
handle stress, and a support group where men
can share their concerns in a safe and supportive environment. Chi Phi Chapter will enhance
our Fatherhood Initiative in 2013 to assist in
the development of men in our chapter and the
community at large.
I am honored to serve in a chapter that
reinforces the true essence of being a father.
The fatherhood initiative is a rare a precious
jewel that serves to shine the light of Omega in
Denver. We must continue to share this jewel to
honor those who came before us, to serve those
in need now and in the future and most importantly, to the Glory of God.
Fraternally,
C. Omar Montgomery
Basileus, Chi Phi Chapter

JANUARY CHAPTER MEETING
SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, 2012
6 P.M. AT THE OWLS CLUB

CARLOS HOUSTON
MEMORIAL TOY
DRIVE

C

hi
Phi
Chapter
has
maintained a longstanding
tradition
of
making
Christmas extra special for the
children of the Edna Oliver Day
Care center and the E & R Cannon
child care facility. It all started a
little over 20 years ago under the
leadership of Brother Carlos
Houston. (Omega chapter) Until his
passing, Brother Houston was the
catalyst that drove the annual Toy Drive.
In the years since his passing, other
Brothers have stepped up and honored
Brother Houston and the Denver and

Aurora communities by being resolute
and maintaining the high water mark
established by Brother Houston.
This year was no different. The
Brothers of Chi Phi Chapter met at the

(Continued on page 3)

CHI PHI CHAPTER
FOUNDER’S DAY TOAST

O

n Thursday, December 27, 2012, Brothers
of Chi Phi Chapter gathered together in
celebration of Chi Phi Chapter’s 85th
Anniversary. The Brothers reflected on Chi Phi
over the years and recounted stories of Brothers
who have since joined Omega Chapter. We give
great honor and respect to our Founding Brothers:
Bro. Dr. Clarence F. Holmes, Bro. Fritz Cansler, Bro.
Achie McKinney and Bro. Bazella G. Rainey.
We celebrated our contemporary Brothers
who are working hard for Omega and achieving at
the very heights of their respective endeavors. The
fellowship also included our most recent Brothers
from the Fall 2012 line. They were enthusiastic
and seeking knowledge. The bond was evident as
Chi Phi men past and present assembled to
celebrate the 85 years of uplift, scholarship
attainment, service and duty while preparing and
planning for the future. As we move into a New
Year, 2013 will see the men of Chi Phi ever
broadening their skills and their commitment to
consecrated usefulness. We remain girded and
guided by our four cardinal principles: Manhood,
Scholarship, Uplift and Perseverance.
The Founder’s Toast was held at VIBE
restaurant and bar located on Lewiston Street in
Aurora, Colorado. VIBE restaurant is owned and
operated by Omega man Cedric Cox.

(Continued from page 2)
Edna Oliver Day Care Center at
3 pm on December 22, 2012. A
very important part of the
success of this event is our
longstanding partnership with
the
Denver
Sheriff’s
Department.
Under the
leadership of Brother Gary
Wilson, the Denver Sheriff’s
collected vast quantities of
donated toys and gifts to share
with the children.
The sheriff’s, along with
the brotherhood, together lead
the children in singing
Christmas carols. The teachers and parents participated enthusiastically in the singing.
However the highlight of the event for the children is a visit from Santa Que. In years past
Santa Que, Brother Darryl Hylton, has been there to distribute gifts and talk with the
children. That Santa had a conflict this year and…. who knew? But, Santa Que has a twin
brother. This year Santa Que was our very own KRS, Brother Eric Hamilton. Brother
Hamilton brought a high level of enthusiasm and a certain natural flare to the job. It’s
altogether possible, that Chi Phi may have a Santa Q controversy on our hands!
Between the two daycare centers, we serve approximately 125 children each year.
Every child receives a toy and often more than one. For some of the children, this is the
only Christmas celebration that they will have. It is therefore imperative that Brothers
remain diligent in their giving. Be sure to donate your gift early for next year. Despite the
recent state of the economy, I am
most proud to report that there has
been no drop in this chapter’s level of
giving. God is good and faithful and
so too we must be.
Thank you for all you’ve done
this year! As we prepare for a New
Year, keep God first in your life and
continue to be a blessing to others.
Remember always it’s not what we
have, but what we give.

COMING EVENTS
R . O . P. P R O J E C T M A N H O O D
B y B r o t h e r Ta w r e n c e W h i t e

T

he R.O.P. Project Manhood Program is back for
another year. Sessions will be held at Vista
Academy starting February 2nd. The Cardinal
Principles serve as the foundation for the
objectives of Project Manhood in the following ways:

Manhood- Etiquettes; Responsibilities; Image of Man;
Speech & Vocabulary in front of Groups; Defining a Man;
Life Issues; Problem Solving; What is Manhood? What is to
be Manly? Appreciation of Womanhood; Components of a Man; Black History Male Figures
Scholarship- Continuous of Learning Skills; Resume Writing; Test-Taking Tips; Sports Day/College
Day; Collegiate Scholarship Resources; Helpful to Growth School Related Resources; Exercise Skills &
Talents; Black History Scholarly Leaders
Perseverance- Facing Adversity; Decision-Making; Cooking (Vista Academy); Health; Sex Ed; How to
take care of self?; Male/Female Relationships; Quality and Value of Perseverance; Black History Men
of Perseverance
Uplift- Helping others recognize their talents; Manly Contributions to the World; Faith in our
community; Field Trips; Physical Exercises as Group (Boxing, Basketball, Weight room); Community
Service Project; Black History Civil Rights Leaders, Etc.
If you have any ideas, suggestions or want to help facilitate a session contact Bro. Tawrence
White at tawrence_white@dpsk12.org or at 720-365-5630 or Bro. Al Gardner at
algardner2@gmail.com or at 720-443-8989.

COMING EVENTS
MARADE 2013

O

n Monday January 21,
2013, the City and
County of Denver will
host

the

annual

Martin Luther King, Jr. March
and Parade aka “The Marade”.
Participants will gather at
the statue of MLK, Jr. in City Park
at 9am. There will be some
guest speakers and a prayer
before the March moves down
Colfax Street to Civic Center
Park. Upon arrival in Civic Center
Park, choirs and speakers will commemorate the day’s festivities. Chi Phi Chapter will assemble in
the park and march behind the chapter
banner as is our custom.
Immediately following the Marade,
there will be a fellowship gathering at the
home of Brother Michael Short. The
address and details will be provided at the
chapter meeting on January 5th. Please
bring something to share with the
brotherhood and their families as we
celebrate the enormous contributions and
accomplishments of Dr. King, Jr.

FEBRUARY CHAPTER MEETING
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2012
6 P.M. AT THE OWLS CLUB

