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CHI PHI SPEAKS

MESSAGE FROM THE
BASILEUS

T

he concept of Friendship is near and
dear to my heart, which is why I enjoy being an Omega Man. Brothers
who enjoy being a part of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. understand the value and benefits
of being a Friend. The benefits of friendship
go far beyond just having polite conversations
followed by an occasional outing, but it offers
a space to be spiritually and emotionally free.
I am coming up on my 20th anniversary
of being a member of this illustrious fraternity
and what I have found is that being a member
has opened my world to some of the greatest
gifts life has to offer. I will admit that getting
to this point took commitment, time, patience,
and mentoring. The true value of this experience is that I can apply the many life lessons
learned to my career, family, and other organizations I hold membership in.

that you have with people while being a
“Friend” is an unbreakable bond that you
share with a select group of individuals. The
concept of being friendly is sometime misconstrued as a weakness, but I would argue
it is a high sense of self-awareness.
The genius behind our fraternity’s
simple motto “Friendship is Essential to the
Soul” is that the Founders realized that the
intangible value of friendship would be the
key component necessary to sustain us over
the past century and into the future. I am a
true believer that “Friendship” and
“Friends” builds monuments of success!

Fr a tern a ll y,
C. Omar Montgomery
Basileus, Chi Phi Chapter

The most important lesson I’ve learned
is that “Friendship” is the type of engagement
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R.O.P. PROJECT MANHOOD
FEBRUARY UPDATE

F

ebruary saw the start of the Rights of Passage: Project Manhood mentorship program
for 2013 at Vista Academy in Green Valley Ranch. The first month of the program has
gotten off to a solid start as brothers from all walks of life in the Denver Metro area
and beyond have collaborated to mentor this year’s group of mentees.
The first session featured an informative discussion centered on concepts of manhood
that included presentation skills, public speaking and self-confidence. Brother Jeffery T.
Smith led the session with assistance from Brothers Tawrence White, Al Gardner, Jason
Butler and neophytes Noel and Michael Williams.
The second session focused on the balance that young men should have between
athletic and scholastic pursuits. Former
and current college athletes Brothers
Clayton Mitchell, Lowell Williams and
Maurice Walker talked to the participants
about their real like experiences in the
world of high school and collegiate
sports.
During the second week, Brother
Omar Montgomery also facilitated the
first of several parent workshops on the
subject of holding family meetings.
Parents left the workshop with strategies
on how to better lead communication
with their sons and other family
members.
Brothers from Xi Pi Chapter traveled north to Vista during the 3rd week to join with
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(Continued from page 2)
Chi Phi brothers for the Colorado State meeting. During the meeting a special Project
Manhood breakout session gave the combined chapters an opportunity to meet and socialize
with the mentees and help them
learn the basics of tying a tie. The
main discussion for the mentees
during this session centered on the
justice system and was facilitated
by Brothers Kirk Dunham and Gary
Wilson.
During the 4th session, the
young gentlemen of ROP were
guided through a carefully and
appropriately
aged
discussion
about Sex and Sexuality. Brother
Tawrence White brought an
excellent educator to the session, .
After a thorough discussion of facts,
many myths were discussed and put to rest. It was an open, honest and frank conversation

about a subject that's often learned on the streets rather than the class room. Great job
Brother White.
The second Parent Workshop was also held during the 4th week. During the workshop,
Brother Michael Williams with help from Vista Principal Rhonda Juett, talked with parents
about how to navigate their sons through the educational system.
It would truly be an impossible effort to mention the name of every brother that has
participated in Project Manhood so far, so humbly the Project Manhood Committee extends a
warm thank you to all the brothers that have participated so far and welcome those and
other brothers to participate going forward. Please contact Brother Tawrence White at
tawrence_white@dpsk12.org or at 720-365-5630 or Bro. Al Gardner at
algardner2@gmail.com or at 720-443-8989 for more information on Project Manhood.

FOCUS ON BLACK HISTORY
T US KEG E E AI RM AN F IT Z ROY
"BUCK" NEWSUM GETS ONE
F I N A L F LYO V E R
A R T I C L E BY J A S O N P O H L F R O M T H E
DENVER POST

T

he roar of vintage aircraft ripped through the
bitter cold Monday afternoon, accompanied
by a final round of taps echoing over the
thousands of snow-capped headstones at
Fort Logan National Cemetery.
The V-formation of four planes raced above as family,
friends, servicemen and servicewomen paid their final
respects to pilot and 1943 Tuskegee Airman Col.
Fitzroy "Buck" Newsum. Some saluted. Others cried. Most just solemnly watched as a
lone plane peeled off — the signature of the "Missing Man Flyby."
Newsum dreamed of being a pilot after seeing his first airplanes when he was 10 years
old. It was a dream that, at the time, was virtually impossible because of segregation in
the military.
That didn't stop him from trying.
After graduating from the University of Maryland and serving in the New York
National Guard, he was one of 13 African-American men who tested into Officers
Candidate School. Despite the potential, he opted instead to chase his pilot dreams and
enrolled at the Tuskegee Army Air Field in Alabama.
He served the country among fewer than 1,000 Tuskegee Airmen — a group of
African-American pilots who fought in World War II. More important, he made his
dream take flight in the face of adversity, handling P-47 Thunderbolt warplanes and
eventually attaining the rank of colonel. After retiring, he remained active in military
matters, was a mentor with young people and continued to fight for equality among
servicemen and -women.
(Continued on page 5)

FOCUS ON BLACK HISTORY
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As family and friends said their prayers at Monday's service and the final
American flag was folded, the four vintage aircraft hummed in the distance, seemingly
singing their praise for the airman, who died Jan. 5 at age 94.
"All I can say is that my father was a go-getter," said Newsum's eldest son, Brian
Newsum. "He had his hands in all of these different pots. It's just amazing to listen to
what all of these people are saying."

BROTHER GENERAL
W I L L I A M E . “ K I P ” WA R D

B

rother General William E. “Kip”
Ward (born March 6, 1949), is a
former United States Army four-star
general who previously served as
Commander U.S. Africa Command from
October 1, 2007 to March 8, 2011. Prior to
that, Ward previously served as Deputy
Commander, U.S. European Command. After
he left U.S. Africa Command, Ward reverted to
his permanent rank of major general and
served as a special assistant to the Army’s
vice chief of staff.
Ward was commissioned into the infantry in 1971. His military service includes
overseas tours in Korea, Egypt, Somalia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Israel, two tours in
Germany, and a wide variety of assignments in the United States, including Alaska and
Hawaii. He relinquished command of Africa Command to General Carter F. Ham.

ANNOUNCMENTS
MEMORIAL SERVICE 2013

T

his year’s Memorial Service will be held on Sunday, March 17, 2013, at the
Spottswood AME Zion church. We will attend the 11am service. Brothers are asked
to arrive by 10:45 am. We will sit together. The church is located at 3301 Milwaukee
Street, Denver, Colorado 80205.

Immediately following the service, we are invited to attend a brunch at the church. The cost is
TBD. Brother Stanley Bey will provide additional information at the March chapter meeting.

64TH ANNUAL 8TH DIST RIC T MEETING
OF OMEGA PSI PHI

T

he 8th District Meeting is fast approaching. Nu Rho Chapter will host the 64th Annual
meeting from April 11th through April 14th in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

Embassy Suites Hotel and Spa will serve as the host hotel. To get current information
on vacancies and rates at Embassy Suites, contact them at 505-245-7100 and ask for 8th
District Group rates.
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