November 2013 Edition

CHI PHI SPEAKS
MESSAGE FROM THE
BASILEUS

CONTENTS


C

hi Phi Brothers,
I come to you wishing you joy, happiness
and peace. I hope God is guiding your
path as only he can do and you are
listening to his divine words and wisdom!
It is with privilege and honor, that I step
into the Basileus position of the Chi Phi Chapter
of Omega Psi Phi, the greatest Fraternity in the
known world! I cannot begin to express how
humble I am to be a part of an organization that
holds mankind’s values so high in the name of
Service. I truly stand on the shoulders of great
men who have dedicated their time and efforts
to shape our Chapter to be among the greatest
chapters in the 8th District of Omega Psi Phi.
Upward and Onward, are the only directions
that we know.
I want to thank you Brothers for putting
your belief and confidence in me and the new
Executive Council to lead this chapter to greater
heights than previously achieved, and I believe
with your active financial participation we can
do that and much, much more.
Having said that, let’s talk about my
agenda for the upcoming 2013-2014 Year:
 Master Protocol and Procedures for the
Executive Council and Chapter—We can
accomplish this by re-instating our Chi Phi
University, and thru the State Meetings
(workshops) and Executive Council Meetings.
 Bring Major Exposure for the chapter to
the Denver and Front Range Areas - We can
do this by participating in more community
events to include feeding the homeless, cleanup
projects, health fairs, or canned food drives. I
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will rely heavily on our Social Action committee
to search for and vet meaningful projects that we
can actively be involved in.
 Big Consistent Sustainable Fund Raising
Projects - I will form a committee to pinpoint
specific projects that can be presented to the
public annually. We need to do more than parties
and step-shows. The Raffles are a great start, but
there’s more we can do without over exposing
our brand.
 Expanding our Mentoring program Through consultation with our Immediate Past
Basileus, Brother Omar Montgomery, we are revamping the ROP program. One of the things I’ve
charged him with is structuring our program to
reach more kids and to partner with the school
systems in their mentoring efforts.
 Reclamation and Retention - Each and
every event should be viewed as a R&R project.
We should invite more of our Brothers to our
monthly events, financial or not. We will actively
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

reach out to Brothers who no longer attend meetings with purposeful dialogue about how we
need their expertise. Our dues are at an all time low this year. Every member should take
advantage of the amount of $197. Yes, that’s it in total. $100 for National, $35 for 8 th District, and
$62 for Chapter dues! Shout to all the Brothers, let them know we need them back.
 Expand our Collaborations - Work with Xi Pi and other service based organizations in the
Denver Front Range community without losing our self identity. We can invite other
organizations to help, sponsor or donate to one
of our projects and we can join in and help with
their projects as well. Brand recognition is what
we seek. When the Omega’s show up, it’s always
going to be done right, respectfully, with pride
and dignity and a 100% effort. NO MATTER
WHAT THE PROGRAM IS!

“Our chapter has bought into
that idea of being progressive,
but we also need to maintain
our link to our past. We can
do both and have some fun
while doing so. “

I have vetted this agenda with our Keeper
of Finance. My goal with this agenda is not to
affect the budget.
A Transparency/Accountability calendar
will be available to all brothers both in print and
on our website. This calendar will show some
very important information that I want all Brothers to pay attention to. It holds the dates for our
Executive Council meetings, Chapter Meetings, known events, and national and district
meetings. In addition, it holds the information and dates as to when National and District
Reports are due and when dues are due. I expect every Brother to make themselves aware of
these dates by referring to the calendar and keeping in mind that it’s a living document and
dates change sometimes. All changes will be updated on the website calendar as soon as they
are known. You’ll recognize that procedure and protocol and transparency are very important
to this administration. Reports, Money Requests, Activity Requests, all brought before the body
appropriately.
Lastly Brothers, let’s have some good old fashioned FUN again! Let’s celebrate ourselves.
Let’s celebrate our lives, let’s celebrate our communities, let’s celebrate our families and let’s
celebrate OMEGA PSI PHI. Quarterly events with our spouses, retreats, family nights out…FUN,
FUN, FUN….!
On our website, you’ll see the phrase…”WE ARE PROGRESSIVE..INNOVATIVE AND
FORWARD LOOKING…RESPECTING OUR PAST”. When I thought of branding our chapter, those
are the words I chose. Our chapter has bought into that idea of being progressive, but we also
need to maintain our link to our past. We can do both and have some fun while doing so.
Brothers, again I thank you, but now it’s time to get to work. Service is who we are and
what we do. Let’s revisit our pledge to Omega Psi Phi, and make a determination that this is our
year in Omega!

Yours in “Service”
Brother Michael V. Short-Basileus
4 Chi Phi Spring 2003
Chi Phi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
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Chi Phi Brothers Clean Up with Urban League
BY BRO. MICHAEL WILLIAMS

B

rothers of Chi Phi Chapter collaborated with the Urban League in support of their
Senior Appreciation Day backyard cleanup on the morning of October 19th.
Brothers Short, Copes, Swinton, Foster, Francis, Jones, Johnson, Atmore and Babb
worked hand in hand with members of the Urban League to lend assistance to a 92-year
old Park Hill, Denver resident. Denver Urban League members publicly thanked Chi Phi
Chapter for helping in this effort and offered to support in the Chapter’s upcoming
community service efforts.

This effort was the first in a series of collaborative service projects that incoming
Basileus, Bro. Michal Short, would like to see Brothers begin to participate in. The next
planned Chi Phi service project will be on November 16, 2013, with the ladies of Delta
Sigma Theta, Denver Alumnae Chapter for the 9News 9Cares Colorado Shares Food Drive.
The food drive will be located at American Furniture Warehouse at 9410 Wadsworth
Parkway in Westminster from 6:30 AM to 9:30 AM.
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Vietnam
veteran moved
with his family
to a small town
not far from
Houston Texas. Not knowing
anyone in town, he began
searching for a connection.
Ezekiel 36:26 &
One day while driving around
Matthew 18:21-22
town, he drove past an old
church building which he
dove by almost daily, but on
this day, things were different.
There was a huge hole in the side of the church wall and there were three men standing around the hole. The
man stopped and approached the three men. After exchanging pleasantries, he became aware that the men
standing together were the Pastor of the church and two of his deacons. It was a small “black church” and this
man was a Caucasian. The hole in the wall was where the air conditioner had been, but had been stolen.

FORGIVENESS
BY BRO. GANIYU ABDUL

The Pastor and this man became very good friends over time. This man purchased a new air
conditioner for the church which again was stolen two weeks later. One late evening, the Pastor was driving
back home along a dark country dirt road when he hit something but didn’t stop to check on it because it was
late and dark. Just a few hours later that same night, the Caucasian man got a call that something terrible had
happened to his 4 year old daughter. She had been the victim of a hit and run and had been pronounced dead
at the scene. This small town was in shock and everything stood still as they were not accustomed to this level
of tragedy in a town where everybody knew everybody. The search began to find the guilty culprit for this
tragedy that had shaken the town. The next day, the Pastors’ wife called this man and said that her husband
(his good friend and his pastor), was responsible for the death of their 4 year old daughter. Completely
overcome with his own grief, shock, pain, and sadness, he choose to visit the pastor recognizing that he too
would be in a state of trauma and fear. His love and friendship for his friend drove this man to visit him and to
assure his friend and pastor that everything was going to be ok.
The white man went to the lake later that week and prayed to God, asking… why did this happen?...
Where were you? He shouted in anguish as he cried out to God. Right before he left the lake, he asked God that
if any good could come out of this tragedy, that God should let him live to see it. At the little girls’ funeral, to
show his forgiveness to his friend and to show others what genuine and true forgiveness looks like, he not
only had the pastor sit next to him at the funeral, he refused to press charges against him and he even
purchased the dress the pastor’s wife wore to the funeral since they were poor and she didn’t have a dress for
such an occasion.
God answered his prayer. The story of his tragedy and his act of forgiveness spread through the
surrounding towns and cities all the way to a documentary movie maker. A documentary was made of the
story and was shown in prisons across America. Lives of inmates have been changed so radically, that the first
ever prison seminary was built in Angola Penitentiary in Louisiana. With successful graduates from the prison,
another one is in the works in Texas with many more to be built across the country. His story of forgiveness is
bringing healing to countless others especially those locked away in our prison system.
What an awesome God we serve. Inmates with seminary education were unheard of or thinkable until
now. God can always turn our tragedies around if only we would give them to him.
If anyone has offended you….PLEASE let them go. FORGIVE! Let God work through your pain and
tragedies.

Bro. Ganiyu Abdul is the Pastor at Faith Family Ministries International
in Aurora, CO. He can be contacted at 719-287-4590.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Chi Phi Chapter Raffle

W

e will be having a
raffle
during
the
Winter Soiree at the
Parkside Mansion.
Tickets are $10 each or 3
for $25. The prizes are
outstanding again this year. 1st
prize is a 40" Flat panel HDTV;
2nd prize is a Samsung 10.1
tablet, 3rd prize is a Kindle Fire
and 4th prize is a $75 Visa Gift
card. If Brothers support this effort the chapter will benefit greatly. Contact
Brother James Sykes at 720-982-0136 for more information.

Congratulations and Kudos

C

ongratulations to Bro. Gary Armstead and his wife Chanda on the birth
of their daughter Cayla Sanaa Armstead on September 27th.

Kudos to Bro. Jonathon Savoy (Chi Phi Spring 2011) on being voted the
Omega Man of the Year for Iota Chi Chapter in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Bro. Savoy moved to the Boston area over a year ago and has worked
diligently in his new community and in the Iota Chi Chapter.

DECEMBER CHAPTER MEETING
SAT. DECEMBER 7TH, 2013
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