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y Chi Phi Brothers.........THANK
YOU!

As we come to the end of another
fiscal year, I want to thank you for a great
year. We've accomplished a lot in my first
year as Basileus of Chi Phi, however, there
have also been missteps and regrets. One of
my biggest regrets is that after lowering the
dues to help with reclamation, not as many
Brothers took advantage as I would have
expected to. We continued to push on and
with the help of the reclaimed Brothers that
did come back to the fold and of those
already working diligently, we still had a
stellar year in our chapter. I've learned to
embrace disappointments and turn them
into positive moments in time. With the help
of our reclaimed Brothers, we were able to
complete an unprecedented 5 houses for our
25th Anniversary Paint-A-Thon this summer.
Our chapter "Friends and Family" BBQ was a
great success, Juneteenth 2014 set new
records for our summer event, Adopt-AStreet continues to thrive and grow. I could
go on and on about our year. None of this
could take place without your unwavering
support of this chapter, its' leaders and our
cause. THANK YOU.
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The next year promises to be an equally
historic year. We need your help again though
Brothers. We need your hard work,
enthusiasm, and diligence in order to move
forward. Nothing gets accomplished without
the help of the Chapter members. And as I
always preach, yes, we would love to have you
financial, but I understand that's not always
possible. However, what is always possible, is
your sweat equity that you can still contribute.
Not being financial doesn't' mean you give up
on your obligations to the Fraternity. We will
always need you in Chi Phi. You are a valuable
part of what we do and it can't be done
without you. THANK YOU.

Yours in “Service”
Brother Michael Short
Basileus Chi Phi Chapter
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
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Holmes/Omega Scholarship Pancake
Breakfast “Eating for Education”

“T

he Omega Scholarship Foundation hosted it’s annual pancake breakfast on September 20th. This years event
was held at Applebee’s Restaurant with Brother Mika el Heru as Master of Ceremony.

The event was highlighted with a message from Chi Phi Chapter Basileus Michael V. Short, Colorado State
Legislator Brother Jovan Melton as well as Scholarship Recipient Jordan Davis. This was an opportunity to showcase
Holmes/Omega Scholarship Foundation and the many programs it supports in the community.
.
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Chaplain's Corner

G

reetings Brothers,
I've had the honor

to serve as Chi Phi Chapter
Chaplain for many years. My
fondest

time

of

service

was sitting at the footstool
of 2 great Chaplains.
Bro.

Carlos

Houston

(Deceased) and Bro. Charles
Houston. I look forward to
Bro. Al Gardner's leadership
as our newly elected Chaplain.

Brothers, thank you for the years of joy!
Fraternally,
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SPOTLIGHT ON HISTORY
BY BRO. JEFFREY T. SMITH
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated
Historical Dates
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated Historical Dates in November:
November 6, 1976: Brother, Reverend Benjamin Lawson Hooks, 71st
Spingarn Medal recipient, elected Executive Director of the NAACP.
November 7, 1989: Brother L. Douglas Wilder, 1st African-American
Governor in the United States (Virginia).

November 9, 1995: Brother, Honorable Marion Winston Garnett, 29th
Grand Basileus, entered Omega Chapter.
November 11, 1926: The Colonel Charles Young Memorial Monument
dedicated at Arlington National Cemetery.
November 12, 1922: Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. founded at Butler
University, Indiana.
November 15, 1911: First recorded meeting of the Founders.
November 15, 1926: First Achievement Week observance, November 15th –
21st.
November 16, 1975: The granite Founders Monument is dedicated at
Howard University.
Chi Phi Speaks
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SPOTLIGHT ON HISTORY
Brother Seymour Loftman

B

By Jeffrey T. Smith

rother Dr. Seymour Loftman is an Omega
Man held in high regard and admiration. He
embodies the fraternity’s motto of
Friendship is Essential to the Soul. The four cardinal
principles are deep-rooted in his spirit and visible
for others to observe and appreciate. Brother
Loftman’s enthusiasm for the Fold is consistent with
other Omega men of his era. The Fraternity
provided a conduit to a higher plane in life similar to
other men with like ideas and high aspirations. In
turn, Brother Loftman and other brothers of his youth would serve as bridge builders for
subsequent generations of Omega men to experience fraternity life and to pursue
professional endeavors. Brother Loftman is an Omega Man worthy our honor, respect, and
comradeship.
Brother Loftman started his Omega journey in September 1945 with the Lampados
Club and was initiated during the fall of 1946 through Alpha Chapter or ‘Mother Pearl’ at
Howard University, Washington, D.C. He was number 21 of 21; Alpha Chapter was known
for making pledge lines from the tallest men to the shortest. Although short in statue,
Loftman was tall in his studies and campus life.
Brother Loftman recalled fondly his time as a Physics student, having studied from
1947 to 1948 under Professor Frank Coleman, one of the Founders of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity. His recollection included two illustrations of Professor Coleman’s character.
First, Professor Coleman did not permit students to wear Omega initiation paraphilia in
his classroom during pledge season; second, Professor Coleman worked unselfishly to
help struggling students with Physics. Brother Loftman admired Professor Coleman for
this quality as an Omega Man - the capacity to give of oneself in order to support others.
Today, the same can be said of Brother Loftman – selfless service on behalf of others.
Brother Loftman completed his bachelor’s degree in Physics in 1954 after returning
to school in 1953 due to a five year break for personal reasons. Loftman enrolled the same
year in Howard’s Dental School and was graduated with honors in 1958. He was the
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

recipient of two graduate school awards - the best student in Operative
(Restoration) Dentistry and Children Dentistry. Upon graduation, Brother Loftman
was also elected to Omicron Kappa Upsilon National Honor Society. Loftman was
one of three dental students to be recognized with honors in 1958.
Brother Loftman received a commission as a First Lieutenant in the United
States Air Force and assigned to the Medical Group at Lockbourne Air Force Base in
Ohio for two years. Upon separation from service, Loftman returned to his home
country of Jamaica in 1960 and practiced dentistry until 1978 when he relocated to
Kansas City, Missouri. Loftman continued his practice until retiring in 1994. He
would later move to Denver, Colorado in 1999.
Brother Loftman has been married to Iva Seymour for 32 years and often
speaks proudly of his family, which include six daughters, several grand children
and great-grand children. For many years, Loftman enjoyed amateur photography
as his main hobby.
Brother Loftman’s most recent achievement came in September 2013 when
he received the MODEL (Man of Distinction, Excellence, and Leadership) Award
from the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. He has received many awards
and honors throughout his life including the Fraternity’s Founders’ Award.
Brother Loftman fraternity’s life has been mutual beneficial to the members
and himself. He shared his aspiration of fraternity housing in Denver for Chi Phi
Chapter. He stated that Omega men in Denver possess the necessary talents and
skills to accomplish this task. Loftman continued by saying the Chapter would
require great planning, execution, participation, dedication, and financial
contributions from all members to ensure success.

Brother Loftman’s honorable projects include his passionate advocacy for children.
Throughout his life, Loftman eagerly worked on ventures that impact children
positively. The chapter’s Rights of Passage (ROP) program is one such program that
Brother Loftman has supported. In addition, he serves currently as an active
mentor in two high schools with service clubs and he helps with reading and
writing programs at two Aurora elementary schools.
Brother Loftman is an Omega Man and his example communicates
commitment and courage!

Chi Phi Speaks

6

Chiphiques.com

Feeling Like a Failure

I

groaned inwardly. How could I have allowed fear to grip my heart yet
again? I thought I was done living in fear, yet here I had again failed to
walk in God’s peace. Would I never learn?

Our fight against sin can be discouraging. But take heart. Jesus has
overcome! Don’t let your failures surprise or immobilize you—instead, let
the realization of your sinfulness cause you to run to Jesus once again. Our
old sinful self will never get better—but if we belong to Jesus, than He has
put His Spirit in our hearts. And Jesus can give us the grace to help us in our
time of need (Hebrews 4:16).
Just remember, though, that it’s God’s grace that gives us the victory, not
something we muster up; we need to continually depend on Jesus. All of us
are—and always will be—failures on our own…but we’re all more than
conquerors through Him.
“Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the
lusts thereof.” Romans 6:12
“Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved
us.” Romans 8:37
“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also
called, and hast professed a good profession before many witnesses.” 1
Timothy 6:12

.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congratulations and Kudos

C

ongrats to Bro. Jeff Vaden and his wife on the birth of their son Jackson
Lynn Vaden.

November Birthdays
Birthdays
Cedric W. Cox

Anniversaries
Nov. 3

Maurice Dismukes

Nov. 11

James Sykes

Nov. 16

George Crenshaw

Nov. 17

Ron Copes II

Nov. 22

Earl Conway Jr

Nov. 25

Dewey F. Brigham Jr

Nov. 29

Marion Ladd

11/8

George Crenshaw

11/22

Robert J. Shoates

11/18

DECEMBER CHAPTER
MEETING
SAT. DECEMBER 6TH, 2014
6 P.M. AT THE OWL CLUB
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