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If
By Rudyard Kipling

SPOTLIGHT
SPIRITUAL

HISTORY
WARFARE:
ON

APRIL CHAPTER
MEETING

If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or being lied about, don’t deal in lies,
Or being hated, don’t give way to hating,
And yet don’t look too good, nor talk too wise:
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If you can dream—and not make dreams your master;
If you can think—and not make thoughts your aim;
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same;
If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build ’em up with worn-out tools:
If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss;
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: ‘Hold on!’
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with Kings—nor lose the common touch,
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,
If all men count with you, but none too much;
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds’ worth of distance run,
Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,
And—which is more—you’ll be a Man, my son!
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Message from
The
Basileus
Greetings Brothers.
I want you to know how much of an honor and privilege it has been to serve this chapter in the
capacity of Basileus. The last 2 years has been to say the least has been a very humbling experience. But most of all it gave me the knowledge to know more of the insight on how we run this
fraternity, the 8th district, and this chapter. In a particular meeting, I was given the opportunity
to express or get on a "soapbox" to express my overall feeling regarding the chapter. While I did
express that we have a very good core group of brothers who continue to support the chapter
both financially and with their sweat equity, if you look at our numbers in the Denver area alone,
we operate with 30 brothers on an average who remain financial. According to our rolls, there
are over 100 brothers that are in the city of Denver and the surrounding metro area. This means
that there are a number of brothers who simply choose not to participate. I have always said that
even though you may not be able to be a financial member you should still be a part of the chapter and continue to serve. If you remember we are here in a service capacity. Above all, that is
what I have stressed to the chapter through my tenure in this office. The Executive Council for
the last 2 years has tried to keep chapter dues at a lower amount in order to have brothers be reclaimed back into the fold. To some extent that has worked, and to some extent it remains the
same. The one word that I stressed amongst this chapter during that same meeting was the word
apathy. A lot of times for whatever reason we are reluctant to get involved and serve. And then,
we have a lot of our brothers who will come to meetings, but really real not participate on any
committee whatsoever. While I do respect that, I also believe again that if you were made to be a
member of Omega Psi Phi you were chosen to be a leader. Brothers together there's nothing
that we cannot accomplish. I need you to get involved with the chapter. If you can pay your
dues, we will accept those dues. However, I still want you to know that we want you to just be a
part of the Fraternity again. I have noticed through the years from the lines that we have made,
that after 3 years, usually there is one third of that line that still exists in a financial role or a service role. The other brothers from that line remain within the city limits of Denver but just don't
participate in any role or capacity to the chapter. Come back to the things that you loved about
Omega to begin with. If there are disagreements or opposition, or change that you think needs
to happen, you cannot do it from the outside. Come to a meeting and give your opinion. But to
have even a more prominent say, pay your dues. As you know, dues are the main financial resources of the chapter. The international headquarters expects you every year to pay your dues,
the 8th district every year expects you to pay your dues, the Chi Phi chapter every year expects
you to pay your dues. That is something you promised to do when you took the oath, to support
Omega financially. However, to me it is just as important to support it with your service, your
insight, and your unique ability to give back to Omega Psi Phi.
Brother Michael V Short
Basileus Chi Phi Chapter
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Spotlight on
Brother E.J. Wilson
By. Brother Jeffrey T. Smith
I met Brother E.J. Wilson many years ago at a chapter meeting. As I observed him that
evening, his presence and purpose were vigilant and steadfast – the Brother with the
white cowboy hat and attentiveness to the proceedings. Brother E.J. Wilson, the ace on a
line of 12, was initiated April 1963 into Tau Epsilon Chapter, Texas Southern University.
He was inducted into the Lampados Club in September 1962 while working on his major
of Psychology. He would forego his college career for personal reasons; yet, his enthusiasm for the Fold of Omega would not falter throughout his life’s journey. Brother Wilson has a pin representing 50 years of service in Omega and a plaque for 40 years.
Brother Wilson grew up in Silsdee, Texas which is just outside the golden triangle region
in East Texas – Beaumont, Orange, and Port Arthur. His hometown was known for two
industries – rail and timber – with the Sante Fe Railroad and Kirby Lumber as its two biggest employers. Brother Wilson would live briefly in his hometown after college before
relocating to Denver, Colorado.
In 1964, Brother Wilson made Denver his new home and begin working for the United
States Postal Service for a few years. After a couple of additional jobs over the course of
several years, Wilson started his career at IBM, which would conclude with retirement 25
years later. During his tenure with IBM, Wilson was employed in Denver as a member
of the Office Products Division. He held a number of positions within the unit. First,
he distributed parts for copy machines and typewriters to company engineers and other
businesses. Next, Wilson was in customer service responsible for interactions with company employees and business clients. Lastly, he worked in accounts receivables managing
government and business accounts involving leasing, renting, and buying of IBM office
machines – copiers, fax machines, typewriters, and computer processers. Wilson was the
recipient of two ‘IBM Means Service Awards’ for exceeding goals in customer service
and accounts receivables. Recipients were treated to an all-expense paid business trip extravaganza to Miami Beach. After Wilson’s retirement from IBM in 1992, he returned to
the United States Postal Service for a second career and retirement in 2013. Wilson was a
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mail handler at the GMF facility and a member of Local 321 of the National Postal
Mail Handlers Union. Brother Wilson had two distinguished careers all the while raising a family – two sons, one daughter, and seven grandchildren. He is married to
Yvonne Wilson.
Brother Wilson’s aspiration for Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and Chi Phi Chapter is simple and
attainable. He would encourage Brothers to work together for a better Omega and community. He believes Omega men should push each the other to realize the full potential within.
Brother Wilson spoke of three Omega men whom he drew inspiration from over the years.
He stated that Brother Dr. William ‘Bill’ Bowers was the first Omega man he met in Denver
and that he was always very nice to him as a friend should be to another friend. Wilson remarked that Brother William ‘Bill’ Pinkett was a tough Omega man yet fair in his dealings with
him and other members. Brother Wilson commented that Brother Daniel Lowman, an IRS
employee and a member a ski club, exuded quiet leadership. However, he was straightforward
in communications with members. The three men were stalwarts of Chi Phi Chapter and held
in high esteem.
Brother Wilson’s attendance and participation in chapter activities help bridge the generational
gap within our ranks and supports the motto of Friendship is Essential to the Soul! His life’s
journey to date speaks to his application of the fraternity’s values of Manhood, Scholarship,
Perseverance, and Uplift. Brother E.J. Wilson is a member who sets the example for consistency, courage, confidence, and commitment. He is worthy of observation, conversation,
and emulation.
.
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Leadership and Service Quotes
By. Brother Jeffrey T. Smith

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.” Proverbs 29:18
“I must follow the people. Am I am not their leader.” Benjamin Disraeli
“The first responsibility of a leader is to define realty. The last is to say thank you.
In between, the leader is a servant.” Max DePree
“Lead me, follow me, or get out of my way.” General George Patton
“A leader is one who knows the way, goes the way,
and shows the way.” John C. Maxwell
“To command is to serve, nothing more and nothing less.” Andre Malraux
“Leadership is influence.” John C. Maxwell
“No man will make a great leader who wants to do it all himself,
or to get all the credit for doing it.” Andrew Carnegie
“One of the tests of leadership is the ability to recognize a
problem before it becomes an emergency.” Arnold Glasow
“Earn your leadership every day.” Michael Jordan
“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the
service of others.” Mahatma Gandhi
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“To give real service you must add something which cannot be bought or
measured with money, and that is sincerity and integrity.” Douglas Adams
“Service is the rent that you pay for room on this earth.” Shirley Chisholm
“Honor bespeaks worth. Confidence begets trust. Service brings satisfaction.
Cooperation proves the quality of leadership.” James Cash Penney
“You need an attitude of service. You’re not just serving yourself.
You help others to grow up and you grow with them.” David Green
“Faith is the first factor in a life devoted to service. Without it, nothing is possible.
With it, nothing is impossible.” Mary McLeod Bethune
“If we do not lay out ourselves in the service of mankind whom should we serve?
Abigail Adams

“The only service a friend can really render is to keep up your courage by holding
up to you a mirror in which you can see a noble image of yourself.” George Barnard Shaw
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SPOTLIGHT ON HISTORY
Historical dates in April
By Jeffrey T. Smith, 29th Eighth District Representative
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated and Other Historical Dates in April:
April 2, 1937: 1st Missouri State Conference (eventual 8th
District Meeting) held.
April 3, 1950: Brother, Dr. Carter G. Woodson, Father of
Black History Month (Week), entered Omega Chapter.
April 3, 2015: Good Friday.
**April 4, 1968: Reverend, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
world renowned Civil Rights leader, assassinated.
April 5, 2015: Easter Sunday.
April 9, 1986: Brother, Honorable H. Carl Moultrie, 1st
National Executive Secretary (Director), entered Omega
Chapter.
**April 10, 1947: Jackie Robinson, 1st African-American
to break into Major League Baseball, signs with the
Brooklyn Dodgers.
April 12, 1977: Brother Cary Duvall Jacobs, 25th Grand
Basileus & Life Member #1, entered Omega Chapter.
April 14, 1976: Brother, Honorable William H. Hastie, 1st African-American Governor of the U.S. Virgin
Islands, entered Omega Chapter.
April 17, 1922: 1st National Inter-Fraternal Conference held in Washington, D.C.
April 19, 1960: Brother Z. Alexander Looby, 18th Grand Basileus and Civil Rights attorney, home is
bombed.
**April 23, 1913: The National Urban League, founded.
April 25, 1937: Brother Don Q. Pullen, writer and composer of “The Sweetheart Song,” initiated via
Rho Psi Chapter.
April 26, 1984: Brother William “Count” Basie, bandleader and composer, entered Omega Chapter.
April 29, 1985: Brother, Colonel Frederick D. Gregory, (USAF) serves as “pilot” on his first mission in
space.
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CHI PHI University
By Jeffrey T. Smith, Chairman
Chi Phi University committee started one year ago to support chapter operations and to
provide training on Omega policies, procedures, and
protocols.
The committee originated several years ago as a vision
by Kirk Dunham and Omar Montgomery, 2011
Basileus and Vice-Basileus, respectively. In 2014, the
committee was re-assembled based, in part, on each
member’s influence and impact within the Fold.
The make-up of committee consisted of members
from various stages in their Omega journey. The
committee members are: Chip Boykin, Iota Phi ’83;
Delvert T. Neal, Lambda Beta ’85; T. Greg Labrie,
Chi Phi ’90; Eric Allen, Mu Beta ’90; Gary Armstead,
Rho Phi ’04; Darren Dunson, Jr., Gamma Sigma ’06;
Jeff Vaden, Chi Phi ’06; and Vermell Hill, Chi Phi ’13. In one year, we presented seven
training or learning sessions to the chapter. The first and second segments centered on
cultivating the brotherhood through an exercise to encourage more communications
between members outside of their immediate spheres. The most recent session focused on
parliamentary procedures and a brief discussion on a motions guide. Here is a summary of
the training/learning sections:

April 2014 Meeting. Friendship and Brotherhood (Presenters. Gary Armstead, Darren Dunson, Jr.,
Greg Labrie, & Eric Allen) Topics included: a) 33 Steps to Success - Your Fraternal Walk. b) Tried
and Tested - The Foundation of Every Omega Man. c) Call to Action: Take Home Assignment
(Continued on page 9)
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May 2014 Meeting. Fraternity and Protocol (Presenters. Eric Allen, Greg Labrie, Darren
Dunson, Jr., & Jeff Vaden) Topics included: a) Recap of Friendship & Brotherhood. b)
Omega Protocol: Fraternity & Brother-to-Brother. c) Omega gifts awarded to members
who completed take home assignment.
June 2014 Meeting. Omega (Chi Phi) Committee Operations Part 1 (Presenters. Darren
Dunson, Eric Allen, & Jeffrey T. Smith) Topics included: a) Recap of Omega Protocol:
Fraternity & Brother-to-Brother. b) Committee Organization & Members' Commitment
(within & in chapter). c) First committee for many was membership process into Omega;
included 3 stepping stones.
September 2014 Meeting. Omega (Chi Phi) Committee Operations Part 2 (Presenters.
Eric Allen, Greg Labrie, & Jeffrey T. Smith) Topics included: a) Recap of Committee
Ops Part 1. b) Committee Framework (protocol, purpose/outcomes, & organization). c)
Committee exhibits (written report format, templates for financials/budget, & other
forms). d) Committee best practices (leadership, ticket tracker, assignments, accountability
& meeting cadence).
November 2014 Meeting. Omega Founders’ Emphasis & Re-Dedication Ceremony.
(Presenters. Chip Boykin, Vermell Hill, Greg Labrie & Jeffrey T. Smith) Topics included:
a) Highlighted the Founders, the founding of Omega, Centennial information, and rededication ceremony.
February 2015 Meeting. Omega (Chi Phi) Committee Operations Part 3. (Presenters.
Greg Labrie & Jeffrey T. Smith) Topics included: a) Recap of Committee Ops Part 1 & 2.
b) Presented standard work for committee reporting; all chapter committees will adopt
and use going forward.
March 7, 2015 Meeting. Parliamentary Procedures. (Presenters. Jeffrey T. Smith & Greg
Labrie) Topics included: a) Presented overview of parliamentary procedures. b) Reviewed
and discussed parliamentary motions (exhibit distributed).
I am proud of the work produced by the committee. I am grateful for the participation of
the committee members especially with the busy lives lead by each of them. It is my
aspiration to close out the committee’s work with a session on ritualistic practices and
protocols.
Please extend a hearty thank you to the Chi Phi University committee on a job well done
during their service to the chapter and Omega Psi Phi.
“Do thy duty, that is best, leave unto the Lord the rest!”
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The Gospel
1Corinthians 15:1-4

If someone was to ask you “what is the gospel?” How would you respond? What
immediately comes to mind?
The word gospel literally means “good news”. So what is the good news? What’s so good
about this news?
The true gospel is the good news that God saves sinners. Man is by nature sinful and
separated from God with no hope of resolving that situation. But God, by His power,
provided the means of man’s redemption in the death, burial and resurrection of the Savior,
Jesus Christ.
But to truly comprehend how good this news is, we must first understand the bad news. As a
result of the fall of man in the Garden of Eden every part of man, his mind, will, emotions
and flesh have been corrupted by sin. Because of man’s sinful nature, he does not and cannot
seek God. He has no desire to come to God and, in fact, his mind is hostile toward God.
God has declared that man’s sin dooms him to an eternity in a place called hell, separated
from God. It is in hell that man pays the penalty of sin against a holy and righteous God.
This would be bad news indeed if there were no salvation.
But in the gospel, God, in His mercy, has provided that means of salvation, a substitute for
us Jesus Christ, who came to pay the penalty for our sin by His sacrifice on the cross. This is

.

(Continued on page 11)
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the essence of the gospel which Paul preached to the Corinthians. In 1
Corinthians 15:2-4, he explains the three elements of the gospel—the death,
burial and resurrection of Christ on our behalf. Our old nature died with Christ
on the cross and was buried with Him. Then we were resurrected with Him to a
new life. Paul tells us to “hold firmly” to this true gospel, the only one which
saves. Believing in any other gospel is to believe in vain. , Paul also declares that
the true gospel is the “power of God for the salvation of everyone who
believes” by which he means that salvation is not achieved by man’s efforts, but
by the grace of God through the gift of faith.
Because of the gospel, through the power of God, those who believe in Christ
are not just saved from hell. We are, in fact, given a completely new nature with
a changed heart and a new desire, will, and attitude that are manifested in good
works. This is the fruit the Holy Spirit produces in us by His power. Works are
never the means of salvation, but they are proof of it.
Have your believed in Christ? Have you completely turned your life over to him
as Lord and savior? Are you sure of where you’ll spend eternity?
Don’t go to sleep tonight till you have confidently answered these questions and
your eternity is secured.

Bro. Ganiyu Abdul is the founding Pastor at Faithful-Won Ministries
International in Aurora, CO. Their website is Faithfulwon.org and he can
be contacted at 719-287-4590.
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Clarence F. Holmes/Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. Memorial Scholarship Fund
A Non-Profit Corporation
PO Box 371501
Denver, Colorado 80237

Holmes/Omega Scholarship Golf Tournament Friday, June 12,
2015- 8:00am Murphy Creek Golf Course, Aurora, CO
(4-Person Scramble Format-Shotgun Start)

The 18th Annual Holmes/Omega Scholarship Golf Tournament is our primary scholarship
fund raising activity. Monetary scholarships are awarded to Denver Metropolitan area
high school seniors matriculating to accredited colleges and universities for full-time
study.
Platinum Level Sponsorship, a Named Scholarship Award- $4000
Is reserved for those Corporations/Individuals who would like to support a Scholarship recipient for
their entire 4-year college experience. Along with the Gold Level Benefits, the Corporation/Individual
will also have the award jointly named in their honor for the entire 4 years.
Gold Level Sponsorship - $1000
Four (4) Complimentary Playing Spots Tournament Site & Hole Corporate Signage Advertisement in
Tournament Program and other printed media throughout the year
Silver Level Sponsorship - $500
Two (2) Complimentary Playing Spots Tournament Site & Hole Corporate Signage Advertisement in
Tournament Program and other printed media throughout the year
Bronze Level Sponsorship - $250
One (1) Complimentary Playing Spot Tournament Site & Hole Corporate Signage Advertisement in
Tournament Program and other printed media throughout the year
Tee/Green Sponsor - $100
Tournament Site & Hole Corporate Signage Advertisement in Tournament Program and other printed
media
Cash Contribution - $5, $10, $25, $50

Recognition in Tournament Program and other printed media as a donor
to the scholarship corporation
I am sure you will agree that financially assisting deserving students in earning a college degree is a
cause worthy of support. Your tax-deductible financial support as a sponsor and/or by encouraging
your employees to participate in this worthwhile event ($460.00 per foursome/$115.00 per individual) is gr eatly appr eciated. This will cover the cost of gr een fees, golf car ts, lunch, and the
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Scholarship Fund History

Chi Phi, the Denver graduate chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc., began its scholarship program in 1965, some 50 years ago. The original program
format consisted of making contributions to one or more awardees to assist in
defraying the cost of the initial year of college. The first program was underwritten entirely by contributions from the chapter members. Fifteen (15) students were awarded scholarships between 1965 and 1981. The Total dollar
amount awarded was $13,400.
The chapter reorganized its Scholarship program in 1981 and it was incorporated in the State of Colorado as the “Clarence F. Holmes Memorial Scholarship Fund.” Dr. Holmes, after whom the scholarship fund is named, was a
well-known Dentist and civic leader in the Denver community as well as a charter member of Chi Phi chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. He served
as the 6th Grand Basileus (National President) of the fraternity from 1917 to
1918. In 1914, Dr. Holmes co-founded the Colorado Chapter of the NAACP.
He also co-founded of the Interracial Cosmopolitan Club for Human Relations. During the course of his lifetime, he received many awards including the
Brotherhood Award from the National Conference of Christians and Jews.
In 1994, the Clarence F. Holmes Memorial Scholarship Fund was granted 501
(c) (3) Tax Exempt status by the Internal Revenue Service- Tax ID # 841220026 and is a Member in Good Standing with the Office of the Colorado
Secretary of State.

The first $4,000 four-year scholarship was awarded in September 1982. The
scholarship was paid in increments of $500 each semester, $1,000 yearly. It was
renewable for each subsequent year based on maintaining a full time student
status and the required grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale. The program
was structured so that following graduation of the first recipient in May; a new
student would be selected for entrance in September. This selection process of
a new recipient each September would continue until a minimum of four students were being assisted concurrently. This is the format of the program today.
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An award of $4,000 or more has been made each year since 1982 with total disbursements since the Scholarship Fund’s origin totaling in excess of $192,000.
We are currently assisting Six (6) students at a level of $1,500 per student per
year.
The criteria for selection as a scholarship recipient are Academic Performance
and Promise, Financial Need, Extra Curricular Activities, Well Rounded Personality, and Strength of Character. Eligibility is restricted to Denver Metropolitan area high school seniors who are matriculating as college freshmen to accredited
colleges and universities for full-time study.
Members of Chi Phi Chapter, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., provide all administrative
duties for the
Scholarship Fund Corporation on a strictly voluntary basis. Members of the corporations’
Board of Directors, likewise, serve on a voluntary basis and are completely independent
from Chi Phi Chapter. Less than 5% of the fund’s annual revenue is used for administrative
expenses. Administrative expenses are directly related to stationary supplies, postage, and
marketing/promotion of fundraising events.
Donations to the corporation may be tax exempt, but this should be confirmed with your
tax accountant or advisor. Inquiries regarding the scholarship program may be directed to
the Scholarship Fund Corporation at:

Holmes/Omega Scholarship Fund P.O. Box 371501 Denver, CO 80237
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C O N G R A TUL A T I O NS
A N D KU D O S

Congratulations to Brother Delvert T. Neal and his son Alexander H.
Neal, a 2013 Holmes Omega Scholar. Alexander was initiated in the
fraternity (Psi Delta - Univ. North Carolina Chapel Hill) on Saturday,
March 14th. Also in attendance was Bro. Dewvaul Tracy, III, Chi Phi
Wtr. '92 as well as Stacey Johnson, Epsilon Zeta Fall 85. Stacey Johnson's son (Josh Johnson) is Alexander's line brother.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

April Birthdays
Birthdays
Brad Jones
Tijani R. Cole

4/1
4/2

Upcoming Events:
OLA-My Brother’s Keeper Summit –9am-2:30pm Community
College of Denver – Confluence Building 800 Curtis Street, Denver CO

MAY CHAPTER
MEETING
SAT. MAY2, 2015
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