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SPOTLIGHT ON HISTORY

Carter G. Woodson
Carter G. Woodson was born in 1875 in New Canton, Virginia. One of the first African Americans to
receive a doctorate from Harvard, Woodson dedicated his career to the field of African-American history
and lobbied extensively to establish Black History Month as a
nationwide institution. He also wrote many historical works,
including the 1933 book The Mis-Education of the Negro. He
died in Washington, D.C., in 1950.

Early Life
Carter Godwin Woodson was born on December 19, 1875, in
New Canton, Virginia, to Anna Eliza Riddle Woodson and
James Woodson. The fourth of seven children, young
Woodson worked as a sharecropper and a miner to help his
family. He began high school in his late teens and proved to
be an excellent student, completing a four-year course of
study in less than two years.
After attending Berea College in Kentucky, Woodson worked
for the U.S. government as an education superintendent in the Philippines and undertook more travels
before returning to the U.S. Woodson then earned his bachelor’s and master’s from the University of
Chicago and went on to receive a doctorate from Harvard University in 1912—becoming the second
African American to earn a Ph.D. from the prestigious institution, after W.E.B. Du Bois. After finishing
his education, Woodson dedicated himself to the field of African-American history, working to make sure
that the subject was taught in schools and studied by scholars. For his efforts, Woodson is often called the
"Father of Black History."

Writing 'Mis-Education of the Negro'
In 1915, Carter G. Woodson helped found the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History
(which later became the Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History), which had the
goal of placing African-American historical contributions front and center. The next year he established
the Journal of Negro History, a scholarly publication.
(Continued on page 3)
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Woodson also formed the African-American-owned Associated Publishers Press in 1921
and would go on to write more than a dozen books over the years, including A Century
of Negro Migration (1918), The History of the Negro Church (1921), The Negro in Our
History (1922) and Mis-Education of the Negro (1933). Mis-Education—with its focus on the
Western indoctrination system and African-American self-empowerment—is a
particularly noted work and has become regularly course adopted by college institutions.
In addition to his writing pursuits, Woodson also worked in a number of educational
positions, serving as a principal for Washington, D.C.'s Armstrong Manual Training
School before working as a college dean at Howard University and the West Virginia
Collegiate Institute.

Creating Black History Month
Woodson lobbied schools and organizations to participate in a special program to
encourage the study of African-American history, which began in February 1926 with
Negro History Week. The program was later expanded and renamed Black History
Month. (Woodson had chosen February for the initial weeklong celebration to honor the
birth months of abolitionist Frederick Douglass and President Abraham Lincoln.)
To help teachers with African-American studies, Woodson later created theNegro History
Bulletin in 1937 and also penned literature for elementary and secondary school students.
Woodson died on April 3, 1950, a respected and honored figure who received accolades
for his vision. His legacy continues on, with Black History Month being a national
cultural force recognized by a variety of media formats, organizations and educational
institutions.
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Spotlight on
Brother Dwight Theodore Gentry Sr.
By. Brother Jeffrey T. Smith

Brother Gentry is a passionate, purposeful, practical, and proud Omega man. Gentry’s magnanimous and magnetic personality present opportunities for others to benefit from his life’s
lessons, resources, and dreams. It’s hard for Gentry to not entertain strangers making them feel
at home once he starts speaking and sharing.
I met Brother Gentry 26 years ago at his home as he hosted members on the vision and future
of Chi Phi Chapter. We connected immediately and he has served as a ‘big brother’ to me over
the years. Our children grew up together and Brother Gentry and I have shared seasons of joys
and sorrows.
Brother Gentry’s Omega’s experience is filled with examples of the sayings ‘I am my brother’s
keeper’ and ‘love thy brother and sister.’ His life since joining the ranks of the Fold can be represented in the four cardinal principles.

Manhood. In 1954, Brother Gentry was born in Topeka, Kansas and during the same year as
the landmark Supreme Court decision on ‘Brown versus the Board of Education of Topeka.’
He is married to Terri Gentry and together they are the proud parents and grandparents to four
children and eight grandchildren.
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Brother Gentry was initiated into Omega Psi Phi on November 11, 1972 at Kansas University
through Delta Phi Chapter which chartered Rho Eta Chapter. He is a 40 year member of the
fraternity working hard for all brothers and their families therein.

Scholarship. Brother Gentry has a Bachelor of Business Administration, Detroit Institute of
Technology (DIT), 1976.

Perseverance. Brother Gentry’s leadership in Omega is vast and wide having spearheaded
several projects to charter chapters during his journey. Gentry is a chartered member of Nu
Gamma Chapter, DIT. He was instrumental in establishing Lambda Beta Beta Chapter at
Colorado University as well as restarting Lambda Beta Chapter, University of Northern Colorado. Gentry has held fraternity offices and prominent committee assignments. They are: Basileus of three chapters – Nu Gamma, Delta Phi, and Chi Phi; Vice Basileus, Keeper of Records and Seal, MSP Chairman, Undergraduate Advisor, and Colorado State Representative.
Gentry also serves as Treasurer on the Clarence F. Holmes Omega Memorial Scholarship
Foundation.
Professionally, Gentry has held positions as a Computer Systems Analyst, Cost Accountant,
Public School Administrator, and University/College Administrator.
In the community, Brother Gentry is a member of Lowry Christian Community Church and
he supports the Black American West Museum along with his wife. Gentry’s contributions in
the Metro Denver area are far-reaching and meaningful.

Uplift. Brother Gentry is an enthusiastic advocate for all endeavors and activities related to
the youth. Brothers Gentry, Nolan, Mika El Heru, Daoud Hadee, along with countless others
are mostly known for their efforts with the Positive Image Program geared toward elementary
school students with the high school version named Brotha-2-Brotha (B2B). The programs
ran in-house to each specific school and provided a valuable mentoring, tutoring, and coaching presence for young people. Gentry’s youth work was part of the chapter’s Project Manhood Program during the years of 1999 - 2004 and is a forerunner to the Rites of Passage
(ROP) and Omega Leadership Academy (OLA) youth mentor programs in recent years.
Brother Gentry’s service and sacrifice on behalf of Omega were recognized on many occasions throughout his Omega passage. Specifically, Gentry received the following awards:
Eighth District Omega Man of the Year; Chi Phi Chapter Omega Man of the Year, Superior
Service Award, Founders’ Award, Citizen of the Year Award, and numerous chapter service
awards and scrolls of honor.
In closing, Brother Gentry’s aspiration for the fraternity and chapter is simply to bridge, bind,
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and stimulate the interactions between young and seasoned members. He firmly believes the organization will reach greater heights faster when Omega men of all generations embrace the
cause of Omega faithfully and united in the service to mankind.
Brother Gentry is a trustworthy, knowledgeable, likeable, serious, and fun-loving man with tremendous talents at singing, dancing, playing cards, and cooking. He has been my confidante,
mentor, and supporter all the while providing that brotherly love necessary for sustainment and
improvement. May God bless him and his family with good health, prosperity, and providence.

.
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Spotlight on
Brother Bill Nolan
By. Brother Jeffrey T. Smith

Brother Nolan is the quintessential Omega man with the attributes of friendship, benevolence, encouragement, unselfishness, and love. Brother Nolan readily speaks the courage of his convictions regardless of the meeting, situation, or circumstance. His obligation and duty to others are ingrained where support and resources are provided by him
unconditionally with minimum examination or intrusion. Brother Nolan life’s example
and experiences are beacons of light for other men seeking a way forward as a father,
husband, leader, community servant, and church member.
Brother Nolan and I met 26 years ago and I have benefited greatly from our time together. His friendly demeanor and professionalism were a draw for me initially and his assistance at different stages of my life helped me immensely with family matters, fraternity
endeavors, work issues, community projects, home maintenance, and just being a man.
Brother Nolan modestly shared his background which is consistent with the Omega man
I have become to know over the many years.

Manhood. Brother Nolan is married to Norma Nolan and as part of their union of 39
years are three children (one boy and two girls) and two grandchildren (a boy and girl).
Brother Nolan was born in Youngstown, Ohio in 1948 and has two sisters.
Brother Nolan was initiated through the Psi Omicron Chapter at Youngstown State Uni-
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versity (YSU) on April 21, 1973. He has held various fraternity offices and committee positions to include Basileus, Vice Basileus, Keeper of Peace, Dean of the Selection and Education Program and Chairman, Paint-a-Thon Committee.

Scholarship. Brother Nolan is a graduate of YSU with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Health and Physical Education, 1978. He completed his Masters of Arts Degree at Phoenix University, 2005.

Perseverance. Brother Nolan is a Vocational Rehab Specialist with the Veterans Administration. Nolan is also a retired Biology Teacher and Football Coach, having
worked in the Denver Public Schools. He is an honorably discharged veteran of the
United States Army, 1968 – 1971, and endured the war and hardship of the Vietnam
campaign.

Uplift. Brother Nolan is a 30 year member of Berean Bible Church, Denver as well
as an active member of the Aurora Chapter of the NAACP. He served on the Central Grievance Board for 25 years which is geared toward assisting teachers. Nolan
was voted the ‘Most Memorable Teacher’ from 1995-2000 at George Washington
High School, Denver, and has influenced and impacted undoubtedly hundreds of
young people during his tenure at George and other school assignments.
Fraternally, Brother Nolan is a 40 year member of Dear Omega; he received the 25
year pin, an item he helped establish and create. Nolan record of service in Chi Phi
Chapter is noteworthy. He has received numerous chapter service awards and scrolls
of honor from 1989 through 2008 for his active participation, leadership, mentorship,
and endeavor. Nolan is mostly proud of the recognition he received in 2013 when
Chi Phi presented him with the chapter’s Founders Award.

In conclusion, Brother Nolan informed me of his aspiration and hope for the chapter which is to secure fraternity housing in Denver. Nolan has been a chief advocate
for obtaining a chapter house in the city and sponsored a motion to contribute dues
to the effort for future use in purchasing a building.
Friendship is essential to the soul and it describes accurately the Omega man in
Brother William ‘Bill’ Nolan. You will gain a firm appreciation of Nolan’s several tal-
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ents and abilities after a casual conversation with him; he is well read on many subjects
and shares his knowledge freely including his fondness for R&B music. Brother Nolan
and the other Omega men made in the 1970’s are the ‘big brothers’ to succeeding generations of men inducted and initiated in Omega. Nolan’s model, manner, and purpose will continue to build bridges for this great fraternity in the years to come. I pray
for God’s blessing on him, his family and friends.
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Spotlight on
Brother Jerome Fennell
By. Brother Jeffrey T. Smith

Brother Jerome Fennell is an Omega man who has experienced life to the fullest with his priorities appropriately placed throughout his extensive and distinguished career. He is supported by
a strong family foundation which consists of his wife, Elizabeth (Liz), and their two grown children, Roderick and Kristal, along with an extended family of Floridians. The couple, with a union of 44 years, share freely their talents and personalities with friends and strangers including
qualities of graciousness, gregariousness, and generosity. Brother Fennell is soft spoken yet his
words are deep, meaningful, and filled with life’s lessons whether personally, professionally, or
fraternally. Similar to other Omega men of his time, Fennell’s record of service is squared by
the four cardinal principles.

Manhood. Brother Fennell was born July 27, 1948 in Daytona Beach, Florida to the parents of
Evet Fennell and Charlie Mae Clemons Fennell. Fennell, the first born of four, love and value
his three siblings - Everett (Brother – ’72 Rho Psi Chapter), Deryl (Brother), and Janette
(Sister). Growing up just a few blocks from Bethune-Cookman University (BCU) provided
Fennell an early insight into black college fraternal organizations. It was clear to him at an early
age that he would become a “Que” if the opportunity to attend college was realized. Omega
men were leaders in his community and bountiful, such as, Dr. William McMillan (staff member
at BCU). During Fennell’s tenure in the Boy Scouts, Dr. McMillan was his Scout Master. Dr.
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McMillian later became President of Rust College, Holly Springs, MS from 1967 to 1993.
Brother Fennell crossed the burning sands into Omega Psi Phi through Chi Tau Chapter,
Orlando, FL in the spring of 1976. His line started with eleven undergraduates and two
graduates in the Lampados Club; only six undergraduates completed the process as the charter line at University of Central Florida (UCF). Fennell was initiated as the only senior with
three months before graduation. His enthusiasm for Omega would continue to be high and
his light bright while enjoying a wide-ranging Omega journey. Fennell served as Basileus of
Omicron Omicron Chapter (1981 – 1982), Daytona Beach, FL and Vice Basileus Gamma
Nu Chapter aka the Space Coast Chapter (1990 – 1991). The latter includes Titusville, Merritt Island, Cocoa, & Melbourne, all of Brevard County, FL. He supported the Membership
Selection and Education Programs at Omicron Omicron and Gamma Nu, 1982 and 1990,
respectively.

Scholarship. Brother Fennell graduated from UCF in 1976 with a Bachelor of Science in
Engineering Technology. He attained an Associate of Science in Building and Construction
Technology in 1968 from Daytona Beach Community College.

Perseverance. Brother Fennell is an honorably discharged veteran of the United States Air
Force with service from 1969 to 1973. He received the US Air Force Certificate of Merit as
a first term ‘Airman of the Month’ in August 1970 while stationed at Utapoa AFB, Thailand.
Brother Fennell’s professional body of work includes challenging and rewarding assignments
with top aerospace firms: Project Engineer, Planning Research Corporation, Kennedy Space
Center (1976 – 1977); Product Support Engineer, General Electric Co, Aerospace Division,
Daytona Beach, FL (1977 – 1983); Systems Engineer, Harris Corporation, Palm Bay, FL
(1983 – 1984 & 1987 – 2001); Systems Engineer, Allied/Signal/Bendix, Aerospace Division,
Teterboro, NJ (1984 – 1987); Systems Engineer, Boeing Company, Aerospace Division,
Denver, CO (2001 – 2013).
Brother Fennell’s adeptness at leadership and community service is evident through his several endeavors. Here are just a few of his efforts: Outstanding Young Men of America,
1982; Board of Directors, Daytona Beach Little League Baseball Association, 1977 – 1979;
Board Member and Coach, Daytona Beach Little League (Basketball and Baseball); Member,
Greater Friendship Baptist Church, Daytona Beach, FL.

Uplift. Brother Fennell received recognition as a Certified Professional Logistician, May
1989. He has received a plethora of employment awards and special recognition for individual performance, teamwork, and leadership for work in the communications, aerospace, and
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simulation electronic industries.
In closing, Brother Fennell offered his aspirations and hopes for Omega and Chi Phi Chapter; he encourages members to safeguard the visions and principles of the Fraternity as intended by the four founders.
Brother Fennell espouses the cardinal principles, friendship, brotherly love, and selfless service as well as a commitment to family. He is a fashionable brother all the while relishing the
activities of golf, billiards, Bid Whist among a number of other fun activities. May God
continue to bless and prosper Brother Fennell, his family and friends.
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Achievement Week Activities for 2015

Saturday, November 7, 2015
Founders Day Observance
Sunday, November 8, 2015
Omega Church Fellowship (Now Faith Church 5290 Kittredge Street, Denver, CO 80239
[inside of Rachel B. Noel school])
Lunch to follow at Olive Garden 8314 Northfield Blvd Denver, CO 80238
Monday, November 09, 2015
Founder's Day Activity/Monday Night Football (Bro. Jean Claude Aurel’s Home 1600 Glenarm
Place Suite 304 Denver CO 80202) 6:00pm
Tuesday, November 10, 2015
Take a Senior Brother Out to Lunch or Call a Senior Brother Activity
Wednesday, November 11, 2015
Omega Challenge VA Hospital (Bro. Clinton McCree is the point person 303-668-0005)
2:30- 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, November 12, 2015
Fatherhood Activity (Bro. Omar Montgomery is the point person 323-632-6973)
Friday, November 13, 2015
Bowling with the Quettes- Lucky Strike Lanes Denver Pavillions 500 16th Street, Denver, CO
80202
Saturday, November 14, 2015
Xi Pi 2015 Founder's Banquet. Chi Phi Brother are strongly encouraged to attend
Theme: “Omega at the Forefront: Fulfilling It’s Legacy”
Where: Antler’s Hilton 4 S Cascade Ave,
Colorado Springs, CO 80903
When: November 14, 2015
What: Cocktail Hour – 5:00pm
Banquet Start Time – 6:00pm
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Guest Speaker: Bro. Kenneth Rogers, Grand KRS
Ticket Cost: $60
An official solicitation letter will be sent to chapter regarding the purchase of an ad for the
souvenir journal.
Tuesday November 17, 2015
Founders Day gathering (Apex Sports Lounge 14567 East Alameda Ave. Aurora, CO 80012)
Saturday, November 21, 2015
Achievement Week Luncheon: Our awards will be given out at the Chi Phi Luncheon
At either:
Community College of Aurora
16000 E. Centretech Pkwy, Aurora, CO 80011
or
Evie Garett Dennis Campus
4800 Telluride Street. Denver, CO 80249
Chi Phi Chapter Awards

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Omega Man of the Year
Superior Service
Col. Charles Young Leadership
Citizen of the Year.
Various Basileus awards (at his discretion)
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The World Is Mine
Submitted by
Brother James Seay

The World Is Mine
Today upon a bus I saw a maid with golden hair.
I envied her, she seemed so gay, and I wish that were as fair.
Then suddenly she rose to leave, and I saw her hobble down the aisle.
She had one foot and used a crutch; but as she passed she smiled.
Oh God, forgive me when I whine,
I have two feet, the world is mine.
And when I stopped to buy a paper, the lad who sold them has such a charm.
But it was icy cold and I noted his clothes were thin and worn.
I paused and talked to him; and he said to me, “It’s nice to talk to folks so kind.”
“You see”, he said, “I’m blind.”
Oh God forgive me when I whine,
I have two eyes, the world is mine.

.

(Continued on page 16)
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Then walking down the street I saw a child with eyes of blue.
He stood and watched the others play; it seemed he did not know what to
do.
I stopped a moment; and then I said, “Why don’t you join the others?”
He looked ahead without a word; and then I knew he could not hear.

Oh God forgive me when I whine,
I have two ears, and the world is mine.
With feet to take me where I’d go,
With eyes to see the sunset’s glow,
With ears to hear what I would know,
Oh God forgive me when I whine,
I’m blessed indeed!
The world is mine.
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T O Y D R IV E

Greetings Brothers,
I pray that this message finds you all well. As we know, the holiday seasons for
giving are upon us. This is the time of year to reflect on the blessings which we
have received while focusing on the things which we can do to help other who
may not be as fortunate as we have been financially. As food for thought, I
would like to draw our attention to the upcoming toy drive which will tentatively being scheduled to take place during the month of December 2015. The
drop off location and more information to follow regarding the toy drive will
be disbursed in the near future regarding the drop off time, location, and guidelines.
Regards,
Brother J. Seay,
Chaplain Elect
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

November Birthdays
Vermell Hill

11/11

Jean Claude Aurel

11/7

James Sykes
Cedric W. Cox

11/16
11/3

Maurice Dismukes

11/11

Ron Copes II

11/22

Earl Conway Jr.

11/25

Byron Gray

11/3

Gary Moore

11/14

Lamont Shannon

11/27

Upcoming Events: OLA/Achievement Week
November 14, 2015 boys2MEN Conference at Anschutz Campus
November 21, 2015 Volunteer: Epworth Foundation

NOVEMBER
CHAPTER MEETING
NOVEMBER 7, 2015

6
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