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SPOTLIGHT ON HISTORY 

Carter G. Woodson 

Carter G. Woodson was born in 1875 in New Canton, Virginia. One of  the first African Americans to 
receive a doctorate from Harvard, Woodson dedicated his career to the field of  African-American history 
and lobbied extensively to establish Black History Month as a 
nationwide institution. He also wrote many historical works, 
including the 1933 book The Mis-Education of  the Negro. He 
died in Washington, D.C., in 1950. 

Early Life 

Carter Godwin Woodson was born on December 19, 1875, in 
New Canton, Virginia, to Anna Eliza Riddle Woodson and 
James Woodson. The fourth of  seven children, young 
Woodson worked as a sharecropper and a miner to help his 
family. He began high school in his late teens and proved to 
be an excellent student, completing a four-year course of  
study in less than two years. 

After attending Berea College in Kentucky, Woodson worked 
for the U.S. government as an education superintendent in the Philippines and undertook more travels 
before returning to the U.S. Woodson then earned his bachelor’s and master’s from the University of  
Chicago and went on to receive a doctorate from Harvard University in 1912—becoming the second 
African American to earn a Ph.D. from the prestigious institution, after W.E.B. Du Bois. After finishing 
his education, Woodson dedicated himself  to the field of  African-American history, working to make sure 
that the subject was taught in schools and studied by scholars. For his efforts, Woodson is often called the 
"Father of  Black History." 

Writing 'Mis-Education of  the Negro' 

In 1915, Carter G. Woodson helped found the Association for the Study of  Negro Life and History 
(which later became the Association for the Study of  Afro-American Life and History), which had the 
goal of  placing African-American historical contributions front and center. The next year he established 
the Journal of  Negro History, a scholarly publication. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Woodson also formed the African-American-owned Associated Publishers Press in 1921 
and would go on to write more than a dozen books over the years, including A Century 
of  Negro Migration (1918), The History of  the Negro Church (1921), The Negro in Our 
History (1922) and Mis-Education of  the Negro (1933). Mis-Education—with its focus on the 
Western indoctrination system and African-American self-empowerment—is a 
particularly noted work and has become regularly course adopted by college institutions. 

In addition to his writing pursuits, Woodson also worked in a number of  educational 
positions, serving as a principal for Washington, D.C.'s Armstrong Manual Training 
School before working as a college dean at Howard University and the West Virginia 
Collegiate Institute. 

Creating Black History Month 

Woodson lobbied schools and organizations to participate in a special program to 
encourage the study of  African-American history, which began in February 1926 with 
Negro History Week. The program was later expanded and renamed Black History 
Month. (Woodson had chosen February for the initial weeklong celebration to honor the 
birth months of  abolitionist Frederick Douglass and President Abraham Lincoln.) 

To help teachers with African-American studies, Woodson later created theNegro History 
Bulletin in 1937 and also penned literature for elementary and secondary school students. 

Woodson died on April 3, 1950, a respected and honored figure who received accolades 

for his vision. His legacy continues on, with Black History Month being a national 

cultural force recognized by a variety of  media formats, organizations and educational 

institutions. 
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Spotlight on  

Brother Jim Foster 

By. Brother Jeffrey T. Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brother Jim Foster is an enthusiastic, exemplary, and experienced Omega man imbued 

with a spirit of  service and brotherhood.  Foster’s congenial, confident, and courageous 

presence makes him a brother’s brother; a person willing to help, protect, encourage, and 

engage his fellow man or woman.  Brother Foster’s journey is filled with successes, chal-

lenges, triumphs, and trials; yet, he is steadfast and faithful in the demonstration of  the 

fraternity’s values – Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, and Uplift.    

I met Jim just over 20 years ago while working in downtown Denver.  We connected im-

mediately and have remained linked one to the other over the years.  One of  Jim’s best 

qualities, from my perspective, is his ability to talk on nearly all subjects, he is well-versed, 

well-mannered, and well-intentioned.  Foster’s conversational style and speech twang 

makes for an enjoyable time speaking about life.  He embodies the credo of  

living life to the fullest which is highlighted in the following paragraphs.      

Manhood.  Brother Foster was born in a rural area near North Little 

Rock, Arkansas as one of  five children (two brothers and two sisters).  He 
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grew up in the city, a black enclave surrounded by a white community.  The close prox-

imity of  the two communities allowed each to co-exist despite the times.  Foster attend-

ed Dunbar Junior and Senior High School during the same time the Little Rock nine 

started at Central High School.  He attended McAlmont High School briefly, where he 

was known as a member of  ‘McAlmont Five’ during the initial era of  busing.  Eventual-

ly, Foster graduated from Horace Mann High School after spending one year at Pulaski 

County Training School.       

Brother Foster was initiated into Mu Omicron Chapter, May 1975, the fifth on a line of  

nine; his line name is Walker’s Bottom.   

Scholarship.  Brother Foster graduated from Drake University in August 1971 with a 

Bachelor of  Arts Degree in Social Science and General Business.  He is life-long learner 

and remains abreast on current affairs.          

Perseverance.  Brother Foster is an honorably discharged military veteran having vol-

unteered for service in the United States Navy from 1966 to 1971.  His military tours 

included: San Diego (trained and certified as a Dental Technician); Norfolk, VA (aircraft 

carrier); Philippines, Italy, and Des Moines, IA (Navy Reservist).  Foster’s professional 

career after college began with Dayton Hudson Target Stores in Minneapolis, MN.  He 

transitioned to CARGILL, working in the early grain program.  Foster lived in many cit-

ies over a span of  nine years while employed for the agriculture giant: Minneapolis, Fair-

mont, Moorhead, Mankato (Minnesota); Cedar Rapids, Des Moines (Iowa); and, Los 

Angeles, CA.  Brother Foster undertook several other vocations along his travels in life; 

he was an executive search head hunter and a records retention management specialist.  

Foster moved to Denver in 1987 and continued to work in various fields including for-

profit, non-profit, and governmental.  Foster was recognized twice by a temp staffing 

company as the Employee of  the Year.                      

Uplift. Brother Foster attends Colorado Community Church (CCC).  He is active with 

the Aurora Chapter of  the NAACP and a board member of  Community Alcohol, 

Drug, Rehabilitation and Education Center (CADREC) for single mothers.  Foster is a 

former member of  the Sertoma Club.        

Fraternally, Brother Foster is a life member of  the Fraternity, holding number 3300.  He 

serves Omega Psi Phi and Chi Phi Chapter prudently and unselfishly while displaying 

the example of  Christian manhood and community endeavor.  His accolades include 

the 40 Year Service Award along with several chapter awards.  Foster has functioned 
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down through the years with the Project Manhood Rites of  Passage and Omega Leader-

ship Academy youth programs as well as the chapter’s social action projects (Paint-a-thon, 

Adopt-a-street, voter registration, etc.).  Foster is a regular attendee as a registered member 

of  annual district meetings, leadership conferences, and grand conclaves.    

In closing, Brother Foster’s aspirations for Omega Psi Phi and Chi Phi Chapter are alike: to 

continue building and living the Founders’ ideas of  Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, 

and Uplift as well as the motto of  Friendship is essential to the soul.   

Foster’s hobbies and interests are vast; he is an avid sports fan appreciating both football 

(Denver Broncos) and hockey.  Foster is a theater buff  taking in shows at the performing 

arts center as well as a huge music enthusiast attending classical concerts at the symphony.  

His musical tastes also include other genres of  R&B, Jazz, Blues, to name a few.   

Brother Foster is a consistent and constant presence locally modeling the way for Omega’s 

values, service, and friendship.  He lives his creed and has an abundance of  life experiences 

that others could benefit from hearing and knowing.  It’s my prayer for God to continue to 

richly bless and strengthen him accordingly.                        

     

 

 

  

        

.   

 



  

 

 

Chi Phi Speaks 7 Chiphiques.com 
 

The Season of  Fraternity and Friendship 

By. Brother Jeffrey T. Smith 
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.  The Season of  Fraternity and Friendship  

On the occasion of  the 105th year of  the founding of  the greatest fraternity in the 

world, the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated, I reflect on my 36 year tenure in 

this preeminent organization.  Each fall season of  the year, my thoughts about 

Omega (the Fraternity), and Brothers (the Friendship), are centered on the many 

exceptional men whom I have had the honor and privilege to know, to work with 

on projects, and to be influenced by their examples – personally, professionally, and 

fraternally.  These men made sacrifices on behalf  of  Omega despite raising families, 

service in churches, working for businesses, promoting scholarship in schools and 

providing leadership in communities.  They adhered to her principles, tenets, tradi-

tions, procedures, and values as well as remained their brother’s keeper in the midst 

of  life’s storms and set-backs.  The members of  this great fraternity demonstrated 

friendship to me in many ways; their names (not inclusive) appear at the end of  the 

article.   

The fall season reminds me of  my time as a college student on the campus of  Lane 

College, Jackson, TN and the countless hours I would spend in the presence of  

graduate Brother(s) William H. Jones (Parlez-vous/French professor), Dr. George 
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Thacker (college registrar), Rev. C.L. Williams, Clifford Minor, Sr., and William 

Jarmon and Charles Marshall (professors of  Psychology and Business, respec-

tively).  These men were my examples of  Manhood, Scholarship, Perseverance, 

and Uplift; I learned and understood the purpose of  the fraternity along with the 

obligation of  service to mankind especially the downtrodden.  They displayed at-

tributes of  brotherly love, courage, faith, fervor, and friendship for others to see 

and follow.  Their relationships were concomitant and filled with a genuine love 

for Dear Omega.  I observed times of  camaraderie and cohesiveness especially 

when we executed the 5th District Meeting in the spring of  1982.  I saw times of  

heathy debate and disagreement usually when my chapter, Kappa Sigma, experi-

enced an infraction or two around pledge period.  These mentors along with my 

chapter Brothers would encourage me, inspire me, and support me immensely 

along my initial years in the fraternity and my new chosen way of  life.  The 

prophytes of  Kappa Sigma, my line brothers, and neophytes were instrumental 

in my exhibition and expansion of  the motto – Friendship is essential to the 

soul.  This concept, truism, mantra would shape and build upon my person and 

give impetus to the man I am today.         

Over the course of  the next 30 plus years, I have been lead, mentored, coached, 

and taken to task by a cadre of  men whom I would be willing to give of  my time, 

effort, and resources to help, to protect, and to provide for them and their fami-

lies unsolicited.  Specifically, in the short 27 years as a member of  Chi Phi Chap-

ter, I have benefited from tremendous support, assistance, and comradeship of  

the Brothers in Denver.  They have contributed successfully and unconditionally 

to the realization of  my fraternal aspirations – District Representative and mem-

ber of  the Supreme Council, Basileus, and chairman of  several chapter commit-

tees (Achievement Week, Founders’ Day Observance, 75th Chapter Anniversary, 

and Chi Phi University).  All of  the accolades and recognition received for my 

works are attributed to this august body of  men, sharing their brotherhood, en-

deavor, and talents.  My passion for Chi Phi Chapter is grounded in my sincere 

appreciation for the men therein who lifted me up, inquired during my time of  

need, and watched over or cared for my family – immediate and external.   
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I am extremely grateful to the Founders of  Omega Psi Phi and the many thou-

sands of  men who have carried her banner high, confidently and competently, as 

a shining light to the world.  In the fall season of  the year, I hark back on my fra-

ternal journey and the friendships I have made in the accomplishment of  honor-

able projects.  I am humbled, honored, and privileged to be called an Omega 

man, wearing the royal purple and old gold.       

Thankful to the Omega Leaders & Mentors since March 1980 (not inclusive): 

Kappa Sigma Chapter - Roy Castleberry, Thomas Orr (DP), Allen Thompson, 

Mark McKissick*, Robert Jamison, Dr. Dewitt Martin, & Terry Copeland; Grad-

uate Advisors - William H. Jones*, Dr. George Thacker*, Rev. C.L. Williams*, 

Alton Jarmon*, Clifford Miner, Sr.* & Charles Marshall; Psi Upsilon Chapter - 

Louis Rivers, Winston Lewis, John H. Nelson*, & Charles ‘Chick’ Ellis; Chi Phi 

Chapter - Daoud Hadee, Mika El Heru, Bill Nolan, Dwight Gentry, Eric Allen, 

Eric Dennis, Joachim Rogers, Delvert T. Neal, T. Greg Labrie, Dell Robinson, 

Anthony Aiken, Kirk Dunham, Buford Dennis, John Smith, Dr. William Bow-

ers*, Maurice Dismukes, James  Peden*, & Robert Shoates; 8th District - Former 

8th District Representatives (Larry Burks, Glenn Rice, Ken Patterson, Rev. Rob-

ert Scott, Dr. Lynn Beckwith, Edgar Burnett, Charles Shelton, Dr. Rob Robin-

son, Mandrid Williams), Lucius Jones*, Clark Frost, Milton Patton*, Dr. Leon 

Ashford, Ray Edgerson, Dr. Ernest Middleton, Stefan Hughes, Walter Glover, 

Lloyd Thomas, Gerald Gatlin, Roy Griggs, Stanley Moss, Bill Gantt, Terry Net-

tles, Dr. Ron Mells, Walter Johnson, & Jerry Washington  *Omega Chapter                                                      
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Achievement Week Activities for 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The weekly Schedule is as follows: 
Friday, November 11, 2016 Founders Day Activity (During November Monthly 
Meeting) 
  
Sunday, November 13, 2016  
Omega Church Fellowship- 10am 
Denver Christian Bible Church 
4625 E Iowa St., Denver, CO  
 
 
Monday, November 14, 2016  
Founder's Day Activity/Monday Night Football (Owl Club) 6:00pm 
  
Tuesday, November 15, 2016  
Omega Challenge Time Veterans Administration 
  
Wednesday, November 16, 2016  
Call a Senior Brother Activity 
  
Thursday, November 17, 2016  
Founders Day gathering-APEX SPORTS LOUNGE 
  
Fatherhood Activity Instructions: 
Fatherhood Activity will be to plan an event or outing with your child or mentee. 
Please take pictures and send a brief  write up to the chapter editor Suggestion: 
In addition, this year, I would like to have all fathers talk to their sons about the role 
of  Police, how to deal with them when they get pulled over or questioned and how 
they relate to the community and the Black Community in particular. Discuss how 
to react and relate to police and policing of  the Black Community.  
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Friday, November 18, 2016  
Dinner/Movie Activity with the Quettes – Movie Tavern-Aurora 
  
Saturday, November 19, 2016 
Achievement Week & Talent Hunt Awards Banquet: 
6PM Happy Hour 
7pm Dinner 
Holiday Inn 
3333 Quebec St. 
Denver, CO 80206  
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Know Your Rights 

 

 

 

When does an officer have the authority to arrest me?  

An officer may arrest you if  he or she (1) has a valid  
arrest warrant, (2) witnessed you commit a crime, or (3) has probable cause to be-

lieve that you committed a crime. Whether or not the officer had the proper au-

thority to arrest you may be challenged later in court. 

 

What are my rights once I have been arrested?  
 

NOTE: You should never resist arrest or to attempt to escape, even if  you believe the 
arrest is unlawful. 
 

If  you have been arrested, the constitution and state laws protect your right to be treated hu-

manely and provided with adequate food, shelter, and medical treatment. After the arrest, of-

ficers may advise you of  your constitutional right to remain silent, and of  your right to an at-

torney, and of  your right to have an attorney appointed if  you cannot afford one. Even if  the 

officers do not tell you these rights, you should exercise all of  them. You also have the right 

to refuse to sign any documents. 

 

What if  the officer says that I am not free to go? 4. Do I have to answer the questions 
asked by officers if  I am being detained? 
 
No. Even if  you are being detained, you still have the right to remain silent. You cannot be 
punished for refusing to answer questions related to suspected criminal activity, and the of-
ficer cannot use your silence as a basis for searching you. If  you believe you are being investi-
gated for or suspected of  committing a crime it is usually best to assert your right to remain 
silent and wait to speak to a lawyer. 
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People come into our life disguised as angels, and sometimes angels come 

into our life disguised as people. It is possible to see God anywhere. All it 

takes are open eyes and ears and the willingness to see miracles. They are 

everywhere. God is as available as we are. Having friends that inspire us to 

rise to higher and greater levels is an awesome gift. Surround yourself  with 

people that inspire you to do better and inspire your friends as well. It is a 

profound truth that the people we spend time with shape the path that we 

travel.  

 

Friends Who Are Inspiration 

Unknown 

 

.  
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TOY DRIVE 

 

 

Greetings Brothers, 

I pray that this message finds you all well.  As we know, the holiday seasons for 

giving are upon us.  This is the time of  year to reflect on the blessings which we 

have received while focusing on the things which we can do to help other who 

may not be as fortunate as we have been financially.  As food for thought, I 

would like to draw our attention to the upcoming toy drive which will tentative-

ly being scheduled to take place during the month of  December 2016.  The 

drop off  location and more information to follow regarding the toy drive will 

be disbursed in the near future regarding the drop off  time, location, and guide-

lines.  

Regards, 

Brother J. Seay, 

Chaplain  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

November  Birthdays  

N O V E M B E R  
C H A P T E R  
M E E T I N G  

N O V E M B E R  5 ,  2 0 1 6   

Cedric Cox                            11/3 

Byron Gray 

Jean Claude Aurel 

11/3 

11/7 

Maurice Dismukes 11/11 

Vermell Hill 11/11 

Gary Moore 11/14 

James Sykes 11/16 

Ron Copes II 11/22 

 Earl Conway 

Lamont Shannon 

11/25 

11/27 

Upcoming Events: OLA/Achievement Week 

November 5-Workshop: Annual Law Enforcement Panel 

Salvation Army-802 Quari Ct, Aurora, CO 80111 

November 19-Volunteer Activity: Thanksgiving Food Drive (Location TBD) 


